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In this paper, our main concern is to investigate the marriage of women 
and domestic technology in Turkey by a sensitive look at their homes, 
bathrooms and kitchens. We explored the following themes in our story: Is 
this marriage 'labour- saving or enslaving'? What are the effects of this 
marriage on the sexual division of labour at home? Do the women's age, 
economic, social and class status, etc. have decisive roles in this 
marriage? And how do cultural context, values and attitudes define this 
marriage? These themes only highlighted one side of the coin (the visible). 
We attempted to make the other side (the invisible) visible by the 
deconstruction of the observer (we) and of the observed (others). 

1. Introduction 

The relationship between gender and domestic technology in today's 

world has raised some conflicting arguments. Although a considerable 

optimism has been attached to the possibility that technology may provide a 

solution to gender inequality in the household, this optimism has been 

questioned (Gomez, 1994 inter alia) especially in the feminist studies 

(Wacjman, 1991; Cockburn, 1985, 1991; Cockburn and Dilic, 1994 inter alia). 

Under the light of these conflicting arguments, in our research, we try to 
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investigate how gender relations are constructed and redefined through an 

interaction with domestic technology.Cl) In other words, we try to tell the 

story of the 'marriage' of women and domestic technology in Turkey, by a 

'curious' look at their homes, bathrooms and kitchens. Given that 'marriage', 

as a concept and/or an institution, has gendered connotations, we have 

chosen the metaphorical use of 'marriage', which points that, the interaction 

of women and domestic technology redefines and reproduces gender ideology. 

We assume that the marriage of domestic technology and women enforces 

the gendered roles of women, so reproduces gender inequality. On account of 

this assumption, these questions need to be answered: Is this marriage 

'labour- saving or enslaving'? What are the effects of this marriage on the 

sexual division of labour in the home? Do the women's age, economic, social 

and class status, etc. have decisive roles in this marriage? And how do 

cultural context, values and attitudes define this marriage? 

In this paper, we first introduce our research methodology, under the 

heading of 'the unexpected visitors in the bride's home'. Second, we analyse 

'the declared story of the marriage' by questioning the following themes: the 

liberation of women from domestic drudgery by the 'labour and time saving 

appliances' and the change in the division of household labour and household 

leisure by means of sex or/and gender. Last, in the 'hidden transcripts of this 

marriage', we attempt to make the 'invisible' 'visible' by the deconstruction of 

the observer (we) and of the observed (others). 

2. The Uninvited Visitors in the Bride's Home 
As the uninvited visitors, we were curious to see the relationship between 

women and domestic technology in Turkey. To satisfy this curiosity, we 

analysed the different phases in the path beginning from the day when the 

decision of buying the artefacts was taken until the day we appeared in their 

homes as 'uninvited visitors'. 

In our study, we did not take all domestic appliances into consideration. 

Instead, we chose some specific ones (dishwasher, washing machine, micro

wave, vacuum cleaner, televisionlhigh-tech music systems, food robot), 

which, we thought, can be the indicators of the income level and the socio-

(1) Rather than taking technology as a whole, in our study, we focus on a specific technology (domestic 
technology) in specific settings (home). Furthermore, we ignore the process and innovation of domestic 
technology and consider only its use and users. 
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economic and the cultural status.C2) While choosing these appliances, we 

also gave a specific emphasis on the spatial location at home. 

We conducted in-depth interviews with twenty-two women from different 

socio-economic and cultural backgrounds such as age, marital status, 

income, etc. in Ankara in June-July 2000. We also largely benefited from 

group discussions and our sense data: our findings are based on the 

narratives, anecdotes, collective memories and oral histories of the women 

interviewed. 
Most of the twenty-two women interviewed were our friends, colleagues 

or neighbours. Therefore, we had some prior information and prejudices for 

most ofthein. On the other hand, we did not have any information about five 

women, who we met in the places chosen for the research (such as 

hairdresser). 

When we consider the age, education, marital and economic status of the 

women interviewed, the picture is as follows: Fourteen women were between 

40-55, and six were between 30-39 years' old groups. One women in our 

sample was 26 years' old and one was 74 years' old. Five of them were single 

and the rest was either married or had a marriage experience (widow or 

divorced). Only three of the married women did not have any child. Thirteen 

women interviewed were university graduates. Seven women were middle or 

high school graduates, and only one woman was illiterate. Nineteen women 

were or had been wage earners. Their professions varied from a paid 

domestic servant to a ceramic artist, from a head-waitress to a clerk in a 

bank and from a manicurist to an academician. Only three of the twenty-two 

women were engaged in non-market household production for family 

members. 

We looked at the economic status of these women by taking not only the 

household income but also the welfare indicators (such as property 

ownership, consumption patterns, informal incomes, etc.) into consideration. 

Therefore, rather than using official statistics, we formed four 'income' 

groups for our sample: lower (0-250 million Turkish Liras :0-400 US dollars 

per month), middle (250-500 million Turkish Liras: 400-850 US dollars per 

(2) According to the findings of the Gallup-Piar research (1999), the penetration ratios for the 
specific household appliances are as follows: 30 percent for the 'mini' appliances used in the 
kitchen, 75 percent for both automatic washing machines and vacuum cleaners, around 2 
percent for micro-wave as a new appliance, above 90 percent for TV , and 20 percent for 
dishwasher. 
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month), upper-middle (500 million-1 billion Turkish Liras: 850-1700 US 

dollars per month) and upper (over 1 billion Turkish Liras: over 1700 US 

dollars per month) income groups. In our sample, most of the women (10) 

were in the upper-middle, three in the lower, six in the upper, three in the 
middle-income groups. 

Hence, most of the women interviewed were middle-aged, married, living 

in Ankara for a long time, from middle and upper income groups and wage 

earners. 

3. The Declared Story of the Marriage 
In the houses visited, with few exceptions, we observed a heavy access of 

domestic technology by means of a good number of appliances for cooking, 

cleaning, ironing and washing activities.(3) To examine the path beginning 

from the day when the decision of buying these artefacts was taken until the 

day we conducted the research, the first step is to discover the act of buying 

and the reasons behind it. 

Most of the women interviewed said that the decision to buy the domestic 

appliances was taken by themselves.(4) Let's explore the motives behind 

their decisions and how the special features of the everyday life shape these 

decisions. It is observed that the social gatherings, not only for unpaid 

houseworkers but also for wage earners, such as 'have a morning-coffee at 

the neighbours' house' and 'regular meetings for women only', provide time 

and space to get aware of the new domestic artefacts and sometimes to take 

the decision to buy. In these social gatherings, as mentioned by some of them, 

the conversations, chats and gossips can be about anything. So, sometimes, 

the new appliances and the women's daily practices with them can be the top 

topic of these meetings. 

Given that the act of buying is the first step, what is more important is to 

observe the arrival of the new artefact in the home. To locate the relatively 

(3) The presence of a good number of appliances in the most of the houses visited, might give a 
misleading image of the household's welfare status. At this stage, it is going to be 
explanatory to mention the tradition of 'trousseau' in Turkey: The bride brings her 
trousseau to her new home. Her trousseau consists of a wide range of brown and white 
goods, which are bought by her parents. 

(4) In the houses, where two women live together (such as mother-daughter or two sisters), the 
one, who has the identity of'motherhood' or 'wifery', takes the decision. It is interesting to 
note that where a mutual decision is taken, then, men generally use their preferences in 
favour of the home entertainment artefacts such as TV, video or high-tech music systems. 
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'huge' machines (like dishwashers and washing machines) in the small 

kitchens and bathrooms causes chaos in the home. So, in most of the houses 

visited, we observed that the walls and the kitchen desks had to be broken 

or redone. In some cases, instead of the walls and the kitchen desks, the 

machines, themselves, had to be broken or redone (modified) according to the 

spaces: 

We have a dishwasher, which was bought a year ago. 

But we couldn't use it till now. And we are waiting for the 

amendment of our kitchen. 

Academician, single, 31 years' old 

Instead of re-arranging the aspirator, we adjusted the 

oven to the aspirator by taking its top cover off. 

Unpaid houseworker, married, 52 years' old. 

The very first contact of the woman with the machine occurs when she 

comes across with its manual of instructions. We observed that only nine 

women, who were university graduates and wage earners, handled the first 

use by usually reading the manual of instructions, themselves. The rest 

could only manage the first use by the help of a man ('husband', 'son' or 

'salesman'). These women generally complained that the language in the 

manual was 'hard to understand', 'full of strange words', 'boring' and 

'complex' like a prospectus of a medicine. 

Now, it is time to see the use of the technology that involves how it is 

integrated in the routines of everyday lives. It is surprising that a vast 

majority of the women (19) have some appliances, which are 'improperly 
used•(5) or are not used at all. Only few women (3), who were using all of 

theirs, were from lower income group and had very few appliances (such as 

vacuum cleaner and non-automatic washing machine). 

'Design' is one of the reasons of the idleness arid misuse of the utensils 

and devices. The design problems, mentioned by most of the women 

interviewed, are quite similar to the ones which are summarised by 

Wajcman: 

(5) By the 'improperly used appliances', we mean the ones which are not used with all of their 
functions and complexities. 
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.. . (N)ew domestic appliances are not always appropriate 

to the household work that they are supposed to perform 

nor are they necessarily the implements that would have 

been developed if the housewife had been considered first or 

indeed if she had had control of the process of innovation . 

... Much of the design efforts is put into making appliances 

look attractive and I or impressively high-tech in the show

room ... .In the case, dishwasher and washing machines, a 

multitude of cycles is provided although only one or two are 

generally used, vacuum cleaners have been given loud 

motors to impress people with their power. Far from being 

designed to accomplish a specific task, some appliances are 

designed expressively for sale as moderately priced gifts 

from husband to wife and in fact are rarely used (1991:103-

104). 

When we look at the unused (such as micro-waves, answering machines, 

toaster, food robots, deep fat fryer and dishwashers) or the improperly used 

ones (such as washing machines, food robots and dishwashers), we see that 

they were generally bought when they were 'in' in Turkey and could hardly 

be integrated with the values, tastes and styles of everyday lives of the 

women interviewed. 

For many women, the kitchen utensils and appliances are not only 

inappropriate for their tastes but also are problematic for their styles of 

cooking. Having noted that 'onion' is the basic ingredient of their meals, most 

women interviewed said that they did not dare to take the risk of spoiling the 

taste of their meals by an onion 'smashed' by a strange instrument like a food 

robot. These women certainly believe that onions chopped by a food robot, in 

no sense, have the same taste compared to the ones chopped by hand. They 

also noted that while they were preparing the ingredients separately, this 

preparation required the fixing and the cleaning of the implements of the 

robot at each turn. Hence, they expressed their 'hard feelings' about this 

extra time-consuming work. 

Not only food robots but also microwaves are not very welcomed in the 

kitchens visited. Only in the two of these kitchens, there were microwaves: 

one 'extensively used' and one 'completely unused'. When we wonder the 
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reasons behind the extensive use of the microwave, since it was a rather 

exceptional case, we observed that it was used for heating meals rather than 

cooking. 

Until now, we dealt with the unused appliances but the main area of 

investigation is still unexplored: the used appliances and the prospects and 

problems involved in their use. For the used ones, they have significant 

complaints. In this sense, when we asked them whether the dishwashers or 

the washing machines provided 'satisfactory' results in terms of cleanliness, 

we observed that most of the women were uncertain about this issue. A few 

expressed their positive impressions with the strong words such as 'of 

course', 'absolutely', 'certainly' and 'no doubt about it'. Some chose to use 

some intellectual words in defining the degree of cleanliness like 'more 

sterile', 'more healthy' and 'more hygienic'. On the other hand, most of the 

women have rather negative views on this issue. The negative voices were 

coming from the ones, who do not trust the new technology: 

When I do hand washing or use a non-automatic 

machine, I am sure about the cleanliness. But the 

automatic ones, I don't know. I can't control how it washes, 

and don't like it. 

Retired, divorced, 55 years' old 

Whenever I put the glasses into the dishwasher, I end 

up with glasses with full of spots. 

Head-waitress, single, 26 years' old 

Their complaints form only the visible part of the iceberg. The question, 

which still stands ahead us, is whether the use of the appliances leads to 

liberation from domestic drudgery and/or to any change in the division of 

household labour and leisure by means of sex or/and gender. 

Most of the women (15) declared that by the introduction of the domestic 

technology, their leisure or/and discretionary free time had substantially 

increased. A crucial point, here, is to discover whether there is a 'gifted' time 

and if so, how it is used. Twelve of the women noted that they spent their 

'gifted' time for themselves (for reading, watching TV, etc.). If we read these 

answers literally, it may seem that mechanisation has liberated women from 
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domestic drudgery in a straightforward way. Is this the end of the story or 

just the beginning? 
To be able to continue with our story, we had asked some more questions: 

Is there any increase in the frequency and the quantity of the specific 

household tasks? Do the cleaning of these utensils cause extra work? Do they 

lead to any shift in the time spent in the kitchen, bathroom and living room? 
The answers and comments of the women, who had noted that they spent the 

extra time for 'themselves', indicated that for most of them, the burden of 
housework had increased by means of frequency and quantity. Moreover, 

their domestic burden has been intensified by the new tasks, like the 
cleaning of the utensils: 

I amjumping from one machine to another. 

Clerk in a bank, married, 38 years' old 

The automation of the machine means my automation. 

I wash, iron, wash, iron. I am fed up. 

Manicurist, married, 45 years' old 

I prepared twenty kilos of beans to be kept in the deep

freeze for winter. It was certainly out of my imagination 

before my deep-freeze. 

Academician, married, 51 years' old 

You chop an onion for a minute in the food robot. But 

what happens afterwards? At least two hours of cleaning 

for its tiny and silly parts. 

Ceramic artist, married, 40 years' old 

I push one button and I am out of the bathroom. So, I 

am left for extra time to take care of my child. 

Computer operator, married, 31 years' old 

Domestic appliances can be time-saving for some 

specific tasks. But, since you make some household 

activities more frequently than before, we may say that the 
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aggregate time spent on housework does not really 

decrease. 

Academician, single, 31 years' old 

The comment~;; of some of the women interviewed also echo in the 
literature on the domestic technology. Wajcman (1991) mentions that 

although women embraced the new technologies because they made possible 
an increased material standard of living, women's household time has been 

substantially unchanged and women's household tasks have not decreased 
with these technologies. 'The private and the gender-biased character of the 

household promotes the kinds of technological innovations that maximise 

the number of tasks that can be performed simultaneously' (Wajcman, 

1991:94). Hence, 'the introduction of domestic technology had practically no 
effect on the aggregate time spent on housework' (Vanek quoted in Wajcman, 

1991:82). If domestic technology has not reduced the time spent on 
housework directly; has it had any effect on the degree of sexual division of 
household labour and household leisure? 

In the houses visited, we observed that there was no shift in the division 

of household labour after the access of home technology. Twenty women 

coming from quite different educational, cultural and socio-economic 

background stated that, without any hesitation, nothing had changed at 

home: 
I am doing all the housework. It has always been like 

that. Don't expect any change! 

Clerk in bank, married, 38 years' old 

Nothing has changed in my life. And I have not heard 

and seen any. 

Unpaid houseworker, widow, 54 years' old 

I do everything. When my husband's nose drops, I am 

the one who fixes it. 

Unpaid houseworker, married, 74 years' old 

Moreover, the generational change does not have any impact on the 

structure of the division ofhousehold1abour. Even in the houses of the young 
couples, gender is actively produced. Hence, our study does not share the 
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optimism in Gomez's research in which she argues that there is a 

generational change in the way men relate to housework in Spain 
(1994:143). 

In addition, in the houses visited, neither the woman's nor the man's 
socio-economic status has a determining role in lessening the woman's 
burden of the domestic tasks. Our findings once more do not match with the 
ones of Gomez: 

Willingness to negotiate seems to be lowest when the 

woman's external work is non-skilled, low-paid or low in 

satisfaction. We found women in that situation to be the 

ones tending to take their housework more seriously and to 

be more possessive about it, as they were compensating 

thereby for the minimal responsibility and self-respect 

accorded them in the world outside the home (1994:144). 

From a different perspective, Cockbum and Dilic give much more 

emphasis on the husband's economic status relative to the wife's: 

The less power a man had outside the home the more he 

curbed his wife's freedom ·and sought to control the 

household's expenditure. And the better the job a woman 

had the more the husband helped with the housework 
(1994:15). 

What we have observed is that the men's economic power relative to the 

women's one does not make any difference in the roles that go with men and 
women in the home. 

The social construction of the gender also plays an important role in the 
internalisation of the unequal distribution of household tasks by most of the 
women: 

I have not shown him (husband) the way how to do 

housework. I mean, I have not raised him. And if he doesn't 

do any housework, of course, it is mine rather than his 

fault. 

Clerk in bank, married, 42 years' old 
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Hence, these women do accuse themselves for the non-participation of the 

male ones at home. 
Women's conservatism about their personal spaces seems like another 

reason for the non-participation of the males at home. Some women 

interviewed do not want any intrusion into their intimate and personal 

space: 
I don't like men under my feet in my kitchen, even my 

husband. 
Unpaid women, married, 74 years' old 

Although men do not have any participation in household tasks after the 

arrival of the domestic technology, does this mean that men do not use any 
appliances in the home? In a vast majority of the houses visited, where 

women live together with men (fathers, husbands, sons or brothers), females 

generally use the appliances engaged with the housework, while males use 
mostly the home entertainment technologies. So, the sexual division of 

domestic activities is read onto the artefacts themselves. In the masculine 
domain of domestic leisure, the remote controls of TV's, VCR's and Hi-Fi's 
are the possessions of fathers, brothers and sons. Hence, while for women, 

the home is primarily defined as a sphere of work, while for men it is another 

facet of leisure (Wajcman, 1991: 89-90). 
In a few houses, we observe that men do not only exist in the masculine 

domain but also sometimes appear in the feminine domain of domestic life. 

Four women noted that they saw their husbands in the kitchen occasionally. 
These husbands usually use food robots irregularly and for pleasure: 

My husband enjoys preparing his speciality (cigkofte) 

for some special occasions. 

Clerk in a bank, married, 38 years' old 

As Ormrod also argues, 'men can be seen in the kitchen and will use the 

microwave oven. But he is naive, and uses it 'mechanically'. The woman is 

still the one with knowledge of taste and responsibility for nutrition .... While 
the man plays around with experimentation' (1994:55). Hence, some 

appliances, in the sphere of housework, turn into the entertainment 

artefacts in the men's hands. 
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When we considered the houses, where only women live, we observed that 
the sphere ofleisure was under the control of'daughters' or 'younger sisters', 

while the sphere of work remained to 'mothers' and 'elder sisters'. This 

picture underlines the fact that gender is more deter:minant than biological 

sex in the division of labour in the home: 

As being the one in the status of men at home, I had to 

explain my mother how to use the remote controls of hi-fi 

and Tv. You can't imagine how tiring and suffering a 

business it was. I can understand that. It is a typical 

housewifery psychology. TV is not as important as her 

appliances such as her vacuum cleaner. 

Head-waitress, single, 26 years' old 

Having noted that most of the women did not experience any change in 

their lives by means of the division of household labour, the experiences of 
two women present a different picture. Both of these women were young, 

unmarried and were living with their families. Their experiences underline 

the fact that the access of some appliances enables them to have more leisure 
time since some of the tasks that are previously done by themselves are 

taken over by the other family members (their mothers). For example, by the 

arrival of the automatic washing machines in their homes, the burden of 
laundry shifted completely from them to their mothers. In this respect, as 
Wajcman argues, 'task-specific technologies may develop in such a way that 
women can take over tasks previously done by other family members' 
(1991:88-89). Hence, the 'liberation' of the two young women was realised at 

the expense of their mothers. 

Another example of a shift of household tasks is from a woman (unpaid 

houseworker) to another woman (paid home servant). 'To have a paid home 

servant' is a rather common practice in the urban houses in Turkey: We 
observed that women in the upper-middle and middle.income groups had 

their support once or twice a week, and sometimes twice a month. Only four 
houses visited, in which the welfare status is low, there was not any servant. 
Moreover, two women, who had not shared the housework with a servant, 
were themselves 'servants' in other houses. Some researches argue that the 

mechanisation of the houses leads to the loss of servant which meant that 
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even middle-class housewives had to do all housework themselves (Cowan, 
1983). Contrary to the findings of these studies, the mechanisation of the 

houses visited did not ~ave any impact on the shift of housework from the 
paid home servants to 'housewives', even to the middle-class housewives. 
Hence, after the access of the domestic technology into the homes visited, the 
only change is that instead of their hands, the paid home servants are now 
using some specific appliances. So, once more the 'liberation' of a woman is 

realised at the expense of another woman. 

To make the long declared story short, we can say that the women 
interviewed, at the first instance, noted that the new technologies had 

increased their leisure and/or discretionary free-time. Based on the overall 
evaluation of our findings, we observed that their household time had 
substantially unchanged and their household tasks had not decreased. 

Moreover, there is no change in the roles that go with female and male with 

the introduction of domestic technology. It seems that technology, has not 

liberated women from domestic drudgery in any straightforward way and 

has not provided any solution to gender inequality in the houses visited. 

4. The Hidden Transcripts of the Marriage 
The 'hidden transcripts of this marriage' might shed light on the 

'invisible' by the deconstruction of the observers (we) and of the observed 
(others). In other words, we tried to tell so far, the marriage that is seen in 
the public and is perceived by the parents, the relatives, the friends and the 

visitors. But the 'real' picture of the marriage is the one behind the closed 
doors of the houses. So it is time to change the view of visitors ('view of 

outsiders') to a view of family members ('view of insiders') and to try half

open the door. Make the 'invisible' 'visible' is not only a 'heavy task' as it is 
unpredictable but· also challenging. 

In our research, we tried to escape from the traps of traditional research 

methodology, that can be expressed as an individualist, value-free, neutral, 
uninvolved, rational and impersonal research approach, as a non-reciprocal 
relationships between subject and object of the research (Mies, 1983:120). 

The following issues and anecdotes on the observed and the observers 
(ourselves) highlight the fact that our internalised acceptance of some 

methods ofthe traditional research makes this 'escape' rather difficult. 
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As a starting point of exploring the other side of this marriage, we believe 
that the story tellers of this marriage or 'the uninvited visitors in the bride's 
home' have to be questioned. This questioning process is going to be about 

the stages of this research. At the first stage, we chose to use in-depth 

interviews, as a relatively less masculinist and less positivist mode of 
inquiry. However, our considerations, such as to limit the time of the inquiry 
and to 'standardise' the research, which was going to be conducted by three, 

led to the preparation of quite detailed questions in a form of a 
questionnaire. In doing so, while trying to escape from all the constraints of 
a positivist mode of inquiry, we constrained our research by our 

questionnaire. 
During the interviews, we used our tape-recorder and at the same time 

we filled up the questionnaires. Using tape-recorder was a rather 

problematic issue for us; on the one hand, we wanted to catch all the details 
of the interviews (words, phrases and intonation); on the other hand, we 

were aware of the .alienating effect of the recorder. Another note on the 
interviewing process is that whenever we interviewed a woman, who we did 
not know before, we thought that we were being more 'objective' as if we had 

a problem of 'objectivity'. 
During the writing up, we aimed to structure our paper in the form of 

introduction, methodology, research findings and conclusion. We put a 

considerable attention to reach an internal consistency in the titles of 

sections. We only felt satisfied whenever we found a reference to our 

arguments in the contemporary feminist literature. Then, we realised that 
the writing up had strictly followed the instructions in the 'notes for 
contributors' of the academic periodicals (even of the feminist ones), our 

paper was ready for the academic work-points. We realised that it was rather 
'tragicomical' to be story-tellers of a marriage within the academic robes. 

To catch the hidden transcripts, in other words, to see what is behind the 

doors, we re-read the declared story of the marriage (known by the parents, 

relatives, friends and visitors) with eyeglasses of the insiders on. In this 

sense, first of all, we have to tell that the 'invisible' is actually the 
interpretation of the 'visible'. So, we evaluated each woman not only on the 

basis of her specific answers to the specific questions but on the basis of all 
of her answers, narratives and anecdotes and our sense data. We re-read our 
findings once more by taking the overall picture into consideration. Hence, 
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our mode of analysis was enriched by an intertwining process from 
particular to general and from general to particular. So, by our interactive 

mode of analysis and by our feminist perspectives, the door was half-opened. 

The half-opened -door does not ease the understanding of the 'observed' but 
rather underlines its complexities. 

We observed that some women, whenever they were given a chance by 
foreigners to voice themselves, used this option to open their hearts and tell 
about all their complaints, discontents and maybe about all their 

disappointments. Thereby, it is hard for us to distinguish the cause of the 

unhappiness; is it caused by the domestic technology or by their own life 
experiences, as being women? For example, to the question of 'which 

appliances at home are not used?', one woman answered as 'I have not used 

my dishwasher for a year'. This quote might well be interpreted as a reaction 

to the machine. However, during the interview, we caught the following 
quote; 'Although I was not thinking it was necessary, my husband brought a 
dishwasher as a new-year present at the fifth month of our marriage. And I 
did not let him to fix'. If we re-read these quotes together, it becomes rather 

difficult to understand whether this woman resists to the dishwasher or to 
her husband's insensibility. 

Another point perceived is that some of the women, who feel oppressed 

and subordinated at home in particular and in their lives in general, try to 
manipulate the existing power relations by their way of 'making do with it'. 

Hence, we observed some women, who told the lives that they would like to 
live rather than the ones that they live. Thereby, it is once more hard for us 
to distinguish the 'real' relation of women with the domestic technology from 
the one which they would like to have. For the women in the lower socio

cultural group, the 'idealised' life is shaped by a 'modem way oflife'. Hence, 

the 'idealised' life must be 'happy' with the technology of modernism. For 

example,, as response to the question of 'whether there is any appliance to be 

bought in the recent future?', one woman said, 'I would like to buy a machine 
called as 'compacto' that has lots of functions and has only one button. What 
a marvellous machine!'. We also picked up similar points in her answers to 
some other questions, 'I do not have an electrical tooth-brush but I know very 
well what it is. . .. In my house nothing can be broken or misused. . .. As a 

technical competent, they are all under my control'. When we evaluate the 

overall picture, we can say that this woman wants to picture herself as a 
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modern woman, who is aware of all the virtues of modern life. And the same 
woman also complained about the mismatch between her traditional way of 

doing things and the high-tech machines. 
On the other hand, the women in the higher socio-cultural group, idealise 

a privileged lives, that differentiate theirs from the popular ones. Here, their 

idealised lives carry some problems with the modern technology: For 

instance, as response to the question of'whether there is any appliance to be 

bought in the near future?', one woman said, 'I prefer a simple and a natural 
life and I do not want any new machine and I do not like the complicated and 
useless ones'. Hence this quote may indicate to a woman, who has a quite 

distanced affair with the machines. But, in this woman's house, you can find 
a collection of appliances, from a popcorn machine to an electrical tooth

brush. 
The oppression and the social construction of gender roles that are 

embedded in the women's lives, do not always express themselves in 'making 

do with it'. Another expression is that women blame themselves for the 
failure of their husbands' participation in housework, for the failure of the 
machines and for almost everything going wrong in the home. As Wajcman 

notes, 'the irony is that women have commonly blamed themselves for the 
failure of technology to deliver them from domestic toil rather than realising 

that the defects lie in the design of technologies and the social relations 
within which they operate' (1991:99). When we asked whether they had 

problems and accidents that were caused by the appliances, the general 
answer was 'no'. But, later on, it became apparent that our interviewees and 

we did have different perceptions about accidents and problems in the home. 

Since they thought that they were fully responsible for the correct use of the 
appliances, they usually blamed themselves and they felt guilty in the case 
of a misuse. Therefore, they tended to take a defensive position. 

The above-mentioned defensive position is also observed for the case of 
the very first use of these appliances. The women interviewed usually did 

not loudly express their real experiences about their first use. Instead, they 

kept on saying that everything was perfect. But whenever we deepened the 

interview, then, they remembered or confessed their real experiences. 
Another problem is that the perceptions of the women interviewed about 

the content and the purpose of our research, might have not been matched 
with the ones in our minds. When we consider their answers to and their 
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interpretations of the question, 'What do you think about the purpose of our 
research?', the above-mentioned mismatch becomes apparent: 

What do you want to teach women in those hot days of 

July? 

Unpaid houseworker, married, 74 years' old 

I think that this research is conducted as a market 

analysis of the newly marketed technological products. 

Academician, married, 36 years' old 

I understood that this is a market analysis but I could 

not guess your sponsor. 

Clerk in a bank, married, 38 years' old 

5. Epilogue 
The declared story of the marriage points out that domestic technology is 

far from liberating women from the home, it has further ensnared them. 

Therefore, domestic technology has not directly reduced the time spent on 

housework. On the other hand, it has no effect on the degree of gender 
specialisation of household labour. The general relationship women and men 

have to technology itself is still a significant factor in determining the 
division of labour in the home. Our findings suggest that domestic 
technology has reinforced the traditional sexual division of labour between 
male and female and locked women more firmly into their traditional roles. 

However, this is one side of the coin (the visible). The other one (the invisible) 
is rather complex. 

Besides the same old story of the marriage (the declared ·one), we also 

tried to see the marriage behind the closed doors. By half-opening the doors, 
we come across with the oppression and subordination of the women 

interviewed, which are embedded in their lives and we also come across with 
their ways of'making do with it' and of'putting the blames on themselves' to 
manipulate the existing power relations. Hence, it becomes rather difficult 
for us to distinguish whether the happiness or unhappiness of this marriage 
is shaped by technology itself or/and by their gender roles in general. 
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